Transient steatorrhea following episodes of mild diarrhea in early infancy.
Fecal fat excretion was studied after a mild episode of diarrhea in eight infants for whom adequate control data were available. Mean age of onset of diarrhea was 28 days. Duration of the episode, defined as the number of days until the infant was again feeding and libitum, averaged 5.1 days. Balance studies were carried out 3 to 13 days later. Mean fecal fat excretion rose from a prediarrhea value of 2.9 +/- 1.4 gm/day to 8.7 +/- 3.1 gm/day following diarrhea (P less than 0.001). Restudy of five infants one month later showed persistent steatorrhea in one. Mild transient steatorrhea may follow mild diarrhea in infancy and should be considered in infants who are slow to gain weight subsequent to an episode of diarrhea.